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Subject: Your Position on Disability Inclusion in Richmond upon Thames

Dear [Candidate Name],
I am writing as a Disabled resident of Richmond upon Thames who cares deeply about disability inclusion, accessibility and the rights of Disabled people in our borough. With the upcoming local elections, I want to understand your views and commitments on key issues that significantly affect Disabled residents, carers, families and visitors.
Understanding of Disability and Inclusion
· Do you understand and support the social model of disability, and do you believe it should guide council policy and decision‑making?
· How do you plan to ensure that Disabled people are meaningfully included in shaping local services, public spaces, and strategic planning?
Your Position on Disability Issues in the Borough
· How will you work to improve accessibility, reduce barriers, and promote equality for Disabled residents?
· Are there specific policies or initiatives you intend to champion if elected?
· How will you address the severe shortage of accessible and truly affordable homes in Richmond Borough? 
Support for a Changing Places Toilet in a Central Location
Many Disabled residents and families are campaigning for the council to own, install, and maintain a Changing Places toilet in a central, accessible location within the borough. This facility is essential for dignity, independence and equal participation in community life.
· Do you support this campaign?
· If elected, will you commit to advocating for and prioritising the installation of a council‑owned and maintained Changing Places toilet in a central area of Richmond upon Thames?
Issues Specific to My Ward
In addition to the borough‑wide concerns above, there are issues in my local ward that I would like you to consider. These reflect the lived experience of Disabled residents in our immediate community.
[Insert your ward‑specific issues here — for example: • Accessibility problems at local shops, parks, or transport stops • Pavement obstructions or poor street design • Lack of inclusive play spaces • Local service gaps affecting Disabled residents or carers • Concerns about planning decisions or public realm changes]
I would welcome your thoughts on these local concerns and how you would address them if elected.
Working with the Community
· How will you engage with local disability groups, including Ruils Independent Living, to ensure ongoing dialogue and accountability on these issues?
I would appreciate your response so that I—and others in the community—can make an informed decision about who best represents our needs and values.
Thank you for your time, and I look forward to hearing from you.

Kind regards, 
[Your Name] 
[Your Address or Ward (optional)] 
[Your Contact Information (optional)]
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